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T-BIRD  TALK 

 Mahwah High School, Class of 2017, 
graduated Tuesday, June 20, 2017, at 

Ramapo College in the Bradley Arena. 
Family, friends, staff,  and board members 

were in attendance to witness and support 
our seniors. We wish the Class of 

2017 much success and happiness 
as they begin the next chapter of 

their lives! 
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First  Name Last Name School Area Years of Service 

Rosemary Adamkovich JK Instructional Paraprofessional 18 

Monica Adams JK Remedial Math 33 

Janice Arnold GW Instructional Paraprofessional 26 

Yvonne Beatrice HS Social Studies 17 

Karen Carlson-Smith BR Basic Skills 31 

Nancy Glaeser GW Basic Skills 14 

Regina Guth RR Social Studies 31 

Nancy King GW Instructional Paraprofessional 17 

Ronald Kort HS Special Education 30 

Peter Meyer RR Custodian 35 

Robert Parker HS Physical Education 31 

 

T-Bird Talk From Our Schools . . . T-Bird Talk From Our  Schools 

The Board of Education members would like to acknowledge and thank the following staff for their 
years of dedication and service to our students and district. 

 "We thank our retirees for their dedication to our students and wish each much happiness in their 
retirement.” C. Lauren Schoen, Ed.D. , Superintendent of Schools 
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BETSY ROSS SCHOOL 

Author Day and Writing Workshop 

In March, author Nick Bruel, visited Betsy Ross.  The au-
thor of the well-known Bad Kitty book series spoke with 
all our students about the writing process.  He talked 
about how he starts thinking about storylines and the 
characters that he developed in his head.  Not only is he 
an author, but he is an illustrator and cartoonist, as well; 
this fascinated the children. He was able to draw his 
characters right in front of their eyes! 

Mr. Bruel spent time with a smaller group of students 

during lunch where he was able to talk with the children 
in more depth about their writing.  He encouraged them 

to write every idea down, not just the ones they thought 
were good.  He helped them understand that writing is 

not a perfect process all the time; he does drafts and ed-
its just as they do.  At the end of the day, the students 

were able to sit with an author who took an interest in 
them and helped them expand their writing abilities. 

Field Day: Pirate Style 

Students yelling, “Arhhhhhhh!” for days leading up to Field Day 
certainly helped them get ready for a pirate-themed day of fun!  
Field day was a fantastic day for our Betsy Ross students.  After the 
parade of pirate boats, which the students designed, students were 
welcomed by Captain Schmitt on the field.  Students all named 
their pirate teams for the day and worked together to move 
through different activities.  They had to walk the plank, go fishing, 
slide down a ship slide, find golden coins with two hook hands, and 
search for treasure.  Parents, teachers, and children were all play-
ing and cheering together as they moved from station to station. 

In the afternoon, students saw a strong man presentation, which 
focused on this year’s theme of “Believe.” The strong man bent 

iron, nails, and pots right in front of the children’s eyes.  His mes-
sage was as clear as the bent piece of metal between his hands; 

what keeps you from succeeding are the imitations you put on 
yourself.  He told the children that when he gave up, he was not 

successful in bending metal and performing feats of strength.  He 
told them that when he believed that he could do it, he was able to accomplish that which he felt to be 

impossible.  The children were amazed by his presentation, but more impressed with the message 
that he shared.  At the end of the day, students were so upset the day was over that they booed when 
they had to go home… now that is a great day in school!  
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 GEORGE WASHINGTON 
SCHOOL 

“BE” Mural 

Students at George Washington School 

worked as a school-wide team to 
create a mural with a message to 

inspire each other and our future 
students at GW.  Working alongside 
artist, Joe Pimentel, the students 

worked in small groups to paint a 30-

foot mural titled “Be.”  The mural is 

intended to encourage students to be 
kind, be respectful, be peaceful, be 

humble, be grateful, but most 
importantly, be unique and be 

yourself.  Students took great pride in their work and after seven days the amazing piece of artwork 
was complete. Our students have big hopes and dreams and we know that there will BE a lot to be 
proud of with this group of Thunderbirds!  

Science Day 

On May 24, 2017, George Washington School students 

participated in our annual Science Day event.  Students 
had the opportunity to attend an assembly led be 

Liberty Science Center and participate in workshops 
facilitated by Mad Science, Outragehiss Pets, Abmas’s 

Farm, Tenafly Nature Center, MHS Science Club, and 
parent volunteers.  Topics of exploration included: 

electrical circuits, energy, the plant life-cycle, owls, 
exotic animals, 
chemical reactions, 

the human heart, and force and motion.  Students were thrilled to 
have the opportunity to be little scientists and put their 

knowledge to work 
during a day of 

experiments, 
special 

presentations, and 
fun.  We thank our 
GW HSO for 

making this event 
possible!  
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LENAPE MEADOWS SCHOOL 

Lenape Meadows students have been working with 
parents and staff to create a bottle cap mural in our 
cafeteria.  While considering which classic children’s 
book we wanted our artwork to depict, The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar, by Eric Carle, quickly came to mind. 
We began the project with the caterpillar, followed 
with an apple, a pear, a strawberry, and an orange.  
And this year, we have been working on the butterfly! 
The children and their families were responsible for 
collecting, bringing in, and sorting the bottle caps by 
color, and for artistically placing them on the “molds” 
before gluing.  One feature of the mural that we are 
particularly proud of, is the collaborative effort it took 
to see it to fruition, which included help from the high 
school wood shop students, who generously shared their talents with us and created the wooden fruit- 
shaped cutouts. As you can imagine, we are all very proud of the work we have done together, and the 
beauty it brings to the Thunderbird Cafe . 

As you know, Lenape Meadows School has a multi-
purpose room that our students use as a gymnasium 
and auditorium. The space is fabulous for sporting 
events, and the stage provides a nice area for our 
students to showcase other talents.  In an effort to help 
our students truly feel like performers during concerts, 
plays, etc., this year we commissioned a local artist to 
create a “theatre curtain” mural for us.  The children 
now have a beautiful backdrop for their performances, 

which has the added benefit of making all the pictures parents take of their children onstage look even 
more beautiful and very professional! 

Lenape Meadows School’s Math League is designed to 
promote excellence in mathematics by providing 

interested students an opportunity to work and study 
together as mathematicians. Important student qualities 

considered include strong mathematics understanding 
and skill, a willingness to accept challenges and to 

persevere, flexibility in thinking, curiosity about and 
interest in mathematical topics and ideas, the aptitude 

to see patterns quickly and to perceive relationships, 
interest in searching for alternative solutions, and the 
ability to maintain a high energy level while performing 

mathematics.  The students meet twice a week with Mrs. Varricchio and Mr. Phelan, as their coaches. 

Beginning in November, the students are assigned homework on a weekly basis, and prepare for three 

individual meets.  It is a wonderful opportunity for children to develop problem-solving and thinking 
skills in a supportive and challenging setting.  We are very proud of our Math League students and all 

their accomplishments.   
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JOYCE KILMER SCHOOL 

Rocket Week 

The 5th grade students just took part in “Rocket 
Week.” This was a wonderful way for the entire 
grade to come together and work on this unique 

learning opportunity.  
During the unit, the 
students were able to 
learn about the 
history of rocketry, 
understand the 
science and math of 
rocketry, build and fly their own model rockets, compete to see whose 
rocket flew the highest, straightest and fastest, and finally, realize why 
Newton’s Three Laws of Motion historically are important to science as a 
process.   

The students came together, learned, built, and launched these rockets into the sky.  We are so 
thankful to the 5th grade Science Department for making this experience so rich and unforgettable.   

Joyce Kilmer Curriculum Night Celebration 

Joyce Kilmer School just held their annual 
Curriculum Night.    The school was sectioned 
off to enable the parents/community to see 
grade and content-specific work.  The 
teachers worked with the students in order to 
prepare them to share the hard work that has 
been taking place all year long.  While walking 
the halls, the guests were able to visit the 
Literacy Café and enjoy beautiful music 
while appreciating the incredible writing the 
students have done this year, the Math 
Coliseum to sharpen their competitive 
edge and compete against their children in different Math challenge games highlighting mathematical 
thinking and processes, the Science Laboratory where they could view/appreciate Science 

experiments/projects aligned with 
the scientific method and/or 
detailing learning that occurred in 
the unit, peruse the halls to view 
Art from the resident artists 
who have been working 
throughout the year, and finally, 
enjoy a beautiful concert that 
showcased the Chorus and Select 
Strings students.  It was a 
wonderful evening that was well-
attended and enjoyed by all!         
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 RAMAPO RIDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL 

6th Grade Trip to Frost Valley 

In early May, our 6th grade 

students had the opportunity 
to make new connections 

while on our annual trip to 
Frost Valley.  During the three-

day and two- night stay, 
students participated in 

various team-building and 
problem solving challenges.  

They engaged with the Frost 

Valley staff in activities such as 
geology and nature hikes, rock 

wall climbing, orienteering, 
wildlife ecology, and night 

awareness.  In the evening, students were able to learn about birds and reptiles in two distinct 
programs.  During the “Snakeman” presentation, students participated in a hands-on experience with 

an emphasis on developing a respect and understanding for the important role these animals play in 
nature. Snakes, a tortoise, an alligator, and other reptiles were all part of the live presentation. 
Students also listened to the “Birdman” discuss bird adaptations and natural history. The Birdman 

showcased live birds such as hawks, eagles, owls, and vultures to highlight their important role in 
nature.  

7th Grade Social Studies Project 

The culminating activity for the 7th grade social studies students is a service learning project. 
Throughout the year, while exploring the history, geography and culture of the world, students 
analyzed how themes from the past can be seen in our country and world today and how people and 
groups engaged in activism and fought for what they believed. In the context of these modern 
connections, students considered their own views on issues and their role as citizens.  

For this project, students began by choosing an issue of interest that is affecting the school, town, 
county, state, national and/or international community. They then wrote a research-based analysis of 
the issue and developed and executed a plan of action to address that issue. Finally, they reflected on 
the effectiveness of their action and shared their work with their classmates.  

Students explored topics including global warming, pollution, animal abuse, endangered species, 
hunger, pediatric cancer, and the school dress code.  They developed a range of creative ways to 
address these issues. Some used their social media accounts to raise awareness of an issue, others 
sent letters to elected officials in the government urging them to adopt new policy positions, others 
collected signatures on petitions and met with Mr. Vander Molen to discuss their ideas on school 
reform measures, and still others organized school-wide fundraisers including a bake sale and 
donation drives.  

Ultimately, through this project, students engaged in active citizenship by learning about a broader 
issue and taking action to address that issue in their community.  
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8th Grade Trip to Washington and Gettysburg 

On the morning of June 1st,  8th graders left for their annual adventure.  The Washington D.C./ 
Gettysburg Trip 
was a 2-day, 1-
night excursion 
that proved to 
be a rewarding, 
social, and 
academic 
experience for 
our students. 
During their 
stay, the 
students had 
the opportunity 
to visit some of 
the greatest 
locations in the 
country.   

Washington, DC is a city of monuments and memorials. Some of these include the Washington 
Monument, Lincoln Memorial, the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial, FDR Memorial, the World War II 
Memorial, and the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Our teachers provided an interactive, sightseeing tour 
for students, as they walked around DC, took notes and memorable pictures.  

Next, we boarded the Spirit of Washington, for a fun mix of dining, entertainment, and views. Our 
eighth graders cruised the Potomac River and danced the night away with friends. 

Our next day was yet another engaging and educational experience. Students had the opportunity to 
explore a historic event in America's history, the Gettysburg National Military Park Museum and Visitor 

Center. Students were able to watch a film and a detailed military display of the American Civil War. 
After, licensed battlefield guides joined us on each bus to take students through relevant aspects of the 
battle, particularly near Little Round Top. We toured nearby landmarks of major importance and 

learned additional facts regarding the battle and soldier experience. 

 

A STEAM committee was formed in September and held seven 

meetings over the course of the school year, including site visitations 
to other districts with highly-regarded STEM/STEAM programs.  The 
committee’s work resulted in a presentation of our vision for Mahwah 

and was presented at our Board meeting on June 14th.  I invite you to 
view this presentation, which has been be posted to our district 

website. Once you access our district’s home page, please scroll down 
to find the presentation under the heading “District Headlines and 

Features.” 

 

https://washington.org/DC-guide-to/lincoln-memorial
https://washington.org/visit-dc/martin-luther-king-jr-memorial
https://washington.org/DC-guide-to/franklin-delano-roosevelt-memorial
https://washington.org/DC-guide-to/vietnam-veterans-memorial
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MAHWAH HIGH SCHOOL 

Colleges & Universities Our 

2017 Graduates Will Be Attending 
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Arizona State University Belmont Abbey College Bentley University Bergen Community College 

Bloomsburg University of  
Pennsylvania 

Boston College Boston University College of Charleston 

College of the Holy Cross Colorado State University Cornell University Delaware Valley University 

Drexel University East Stroudsburg University of 
Pennsylvania 

Eckerd College Elon University 

Emerson College Fairfield University Fairleigh Dickinson  
University - Florham Campus 

Fashion Institute of Technology 

Florida Atlantic University Florida State University Fordham University George Mason University 

Georgia Institute 
 of Technology 

Hillsborough Community College Hobart and William  
Smith Colleges 

Indiana University at  
Bloomington 

Iona College James Madison University Kean University Lehigh University 

Liberty University Lincoln Technical Institute Long Island University, Post Loyola University Chicago 

Loyola University Maryland Marist College Monmouth University Montclair State University 

Moravian College Muhlenberg College New Jersey City University New Jersey Institute  
of Technology 

Northeastern University Nova Southeastern University Ohio University Pennsylvania College  
of Technology 

Pennsylvania State University Quinnipiac University Ramapo College  
of New Jersey 

Rensselaer Polytechnic  
Institute 

Rider University Robert Morris University (PA) Rochester Institute of 
Technology 

Rowan University 

Rutgers University-New  
Brunswick 

Rutgers University-Newark Saint Joseph's University Salve Regina University 

San Diego State University Sheridan College Institute  
of Technology & Advanced 
Learning 

Siena College Skidmore College 

St. Francis College Stevens Institute of Technology Stockton University Stony Brook University 

Syracuse University Temple University The College of New Jersey The New School - All Divisions 

The Ohio State University The University of Scranton The University of Tampa Towson University 

Tulane University United States Air Force Recruiter United States Marine Corps 
Recruiter 

United States Marine 
Corps Recruiter 

University of Bridgeport University of Delaware University of Maryland, 
 College Park 

University of Massachusetts 
Dartmouth 

University of Michigan University of New Haven University of New Haven University of New Orleans 

University of Pittsburgh University of Rhode Island University of Richmond University of Rochester 

University of South Carolina University of South Florida University of Southern 
California 

Villanova University 

West Virginia University Westminster Choir College Widener University Widener University 

Wilkes University William Paterson University Yale University   
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By the Numbers 

Significant milestones reached by Mahwah High School 

 

5 
Thunderbird Platinum 

Scholars 

90% or higher in all courses, every 

year, for four years. 

Class of 2017  

8 
College Board 

Commended 
Students 

 

Class 2017 

Ranked  

44 

2017 
Top High School 

in Nation 

U.S. News & 
World Report  

68 
Seal of  

Bi-Literacy 

Recipients 
 

2 
New Student Activities 

introduced 

D.E.C.A. 

Girls’ Golf Team 

 
2 

 

All-Eastern 

Musicians 

9 

Championships 
N1G2 Football  Championship 

Girls’ Soccer Sectional & League 

Girls’ Tennis League 

Boys’ LAX League 

Boys’ Bowling League 

 

Academic Decathlon 

Community Problem Solvers 

Future Problem Solvers 

PACE Mobile App 

 

5 
Notable Capital 

Projects Completed 

New Turf Field Installed 

Athletic Training Room  

Renovations 

New Filtered Water Stations 

Additional PA Speakers  

Installed 

New Marching Band  

Equipment Trailer 

$13.4 
Million 

Merit Scholarship Offerings 

reported by the Class of 

2017 as of June 5, 2017 

 

22 
Advanced Placement Course 

Offerings 

100% 
AP Exam Participation 

True Blue 


